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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office acknowledges the applicant's amendment filed 7/1 8/08. Claims 1 -1 7 
are pending in the application. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claiml is objected to because of the following informalities: A minor 
typographical error is noted. "A encapsulated" should be changed to "An encapsulated". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. Claimsl , 4, 7-1 3 and 1 6-1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tump (US 4,915,256) in view of Rebne et al. (US 5,019,125) or 
Rebne herein. 
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Regarding claim 1, Tump discloses an encapsulated blister package having a flat 
outer casing 6 having at least one opening; and an inner part 4 having a base; a disc 
formed as a blister package fitted rotatably onto the base of the inner part 4; and the 
base having an outlet opening 24 below the disc so that products 12 brought to the 
opening by rotating the disc can be released from the disc by pressing a respective 
blister 1 1 and removed from the package through opening 24 (See marked up figure 1). 
Tump further discloses the outer casing 6 (used as a protective member) being a 
hinged cover attached to the inner part 4 (column 4, lines 26-29) but fails to disclose the 
inner part 4 being disposed in the outer casing 6 so that the inner part is slidably 
extractable at least partly from the opening of the outer casing. However, Rebne 
teaches a medicament dispensing container having a tray either slidably or hingebly 
extractable from an opening of a cover (figures 6and 7; and column 4, lines 9-12). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to substitute a 
slidable closure as, for example, taught by the Rebne reference for the closure with 
hinge of the Tump device wherein so doing would amount to mere substitution of one 
functionally equivalent closing mechanism for another within the same art and the 
selection of any of these mechanisms would work equally well in the Tump device. 

Regarding claim 4, Tump further discloses the disc containing individual products 
1 2 arranged to form an arc of a circle or a ring so that they can be brought to the outlet 
opening 24 one at a time by rotating the disc (figure 1 ). 
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Regarding claim 7, Tump further discloses the base of inner part 4 being 
provided with a longitudinal outlet opening 24 extending in the direction of the radius of 
the disc (figure 1). 

Regarding claim 8, Tump further discloses the disc and or the base of the inner 
part 4 containing a ratchet hindrance 28 which allows the disc to rotate to one direction 
only (Column 4, lines 30-33). 

Regarding claim 9, Tump further discloses the disc having a sector which is free 
of packed products and that in an unopened package the sector is located at or near the 
outlet opening 24 in the base (See marked up figure 1). 

Regarding claim 10, Tump further discloses the disc articulated onto the base of 
the inner part 4 from its middle section 22 (figure 1). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Tump further discloses the extractable inner part 4 having a 
base and a projection extending from its side above the disc for keeping the disc in 
place on the base in an assembled configuration (See marked up figure 1). 

Regarding claim 12, Tump further discloses the disc resting freely on the base of 
inner part 4 so that it can be rotated by fingers (Column 4, lines 61-63). 

Regarding claim 13, Tump further discloses the projection being formed as an 
annular rim encircling the circumference of the disc (See marked up figure 1). 

Regarding claim 1 6, Tump further discloses a tablet dispensing package made of 
flat sheets or panels or "packaging board" (figure 1). 
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Regarding claim 17, Tump further discloses the package being used for 
dispensing solid medicine in the form of pills or tablets i.e. a medicine package 
containing tablets, capsules or pills (Column 1, lines 1-3). 

6. Claims 2, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tump (US 4,915,256) and Rebne et al. (US 5,019,125) or Rebne herein as 
applied to claim 1 above, in view of Kelly (US 4,81 7,81 9). 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Tump and Rebne discloses all elements of 
the claimed invention except for the casing and/or the inner part being provided with a 
retainer, preventing the inner part from becoming loose from the casing. However, Kelly 
teaches detents 40 located on a tray member 12 engaging stops 42 of a cover member 
1 1 to prevent the tray member 12 from sliding completely out of the cover member 1 1 
(figure 3 and column 4, lines 12-21). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made, to have provided the device of the combination of Tump and 
Rebne, detents and engaging stops, as taught by Kelly, for the predictable result of 
preventing the inner part from sliding completely out of the casing. 

Regarding claim 14, the combination of Tump and Rebne discloses all elements 
of the claimed invention except for the projection or rim having a tongue extending 
towards the center of the disc so that the tongue can cover a blister. However, Kelly 
teaches end walls of a base member having lugs 35 to retain a blister pack (column 4, 
lines 8-11). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made, to have provided the base of the device of the combination of 
Tump and Rebne, lugs, as taught by Kelly, for the predictable result of retaining the 
blister pack. 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Tump, Rebne and Kelly discloses all 
elements of the claimed invention except for the tongue or lungs 35 having at least one 
fin directed down towards the disc that is turning to only one direction so that in 
cooperation with a blister it allows the disc to rotate to only one direction. Official notice 
is taken that the tongue or lungs of the combination of Tump, Rebne and Kelly, will 
inherently have a fin directed down towards the disc so that the blister is retained by the 
tongue. 

7. Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tump (US 
4,915,256) and Rebne et al. (US 5,019,125) or Rebne herein as applied to claim 1 
above, in view of Allison et Al (US 2,971 ,638) or Allison herein . 

The combination of Tump and Rebne further discloses the disc consisting of a 
bottom made of frangible membrane i.e. flexible material such as foil paper (column 4, 
lines 5-7) which breaks when the product is released by pressing and a blister sheet of 
flexible (i.e. collapsible) material. Tump fails to disclose that the flexible material of the 
blister sheet being a flexible plastic. However, Allison teaches a plastic material for a 
blister sheet (Column 2, lines 24-27). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have constructed the bottom of the Tump and Rebne device of a 
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flexible plastic, since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art 
to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter 
of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

8. Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tump (US 4,915,256) and Rebne et al. (US 5,019,125) or Rebne herein as applied to 
claim 1 above, in view of Ruoss et al (US 3,199,489) 

The combination of Tump and Rebne discloses all elements of the claimed 
invention except for the products being arranged as several concentric arcs or rings or a 
spiral in the disc. However, Ruoss et al. teach products arranged as several concentric 
arcs or rings or a spiral in the disc (Column 1 lines 15-21). 

A person of ordinary skill in the art has good reason to pursue the known options 
within his or her technical grasp, namely, arranging the products as concentric arcs or 
rings or spirals, since Ruoss et al. clearly disclose a finite number of arrangements of 
products on a disc. 
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Figure 1 
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Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 -1 7 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BLAINE G. NEWAY whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-5275. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 AM- 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on 571 272-4562. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/J I LA M MOHANDESI/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3728 

BGN 

3/15/2009 



